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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions of the claims in the application: 



Listing of Claims: 
Claims 1-8. (canceled) 

9. (currently amended) Era She microscope nrrnrrting to claim l, wliuiuiu uuid having a 
non-scanning iUumination device for illuminati n g a subject over a field of view hy direct^ lipht 
along an illumination beam nath through a main objective of said microscope or in a region of a 
main objective of said microscope , and a plurality of optical components which includes an 
assembly of optical elements in said ffluniination beam path which diffract or refract the li^ ht, 
the improvement comprising: 

aad-said a mechanism for removing removes said assembly from said iUumination beam 
path such that no optical element which diffracts n r refracts the l,>ht replaces the remnvM 
assembly in the illumination beam oath so that a to caus e caul reduction of light intensity 
incident upon the subject over the field of view o ^ UTS because of th e removal of said a «»mhl v 



Claim 10-15. (canceled) 

16. (New) Amemcdofreducmg Ught mteiisitymcidentur»n a^ 
comprising: 

providing a microscope having a non-scanning illummation device for iUurninaring the 
subject over the field of view by directing light along an illumination beam path through a main 
objective of said microscope or in a region of a main objective of said microscope; 

providing a plurality of optical components which includes an assembly of optical 
elements in said iUumination beam path which diffract or refract the tight, 

removing said assembly from said illumination beam path such that no optical element 
which diffracts or refracts the light replaces the removed assembly in the illumination beam path 
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sothata^uctionofli^ 

because of the removal of said assembly. 



